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It is widely believed that if you mention anything to an actor that happened more than twenty years

ago, he or she will either laugh or cry. The point being that events in the show business tend to

attain a larger than life quality, at least to the participants, either sadder or funnier than they would

be if normal people were involved. I have earned a precarious living in various facets of the

profession for nearly forty years, while observing, with wonder, these often bizarre moments. It

seemed a waste to have them all disappear when I do. Therefore, in the interest of preserving a

record of the antics of my fellow workers, from Ethel Merman to Vincent Price, I dedicate this book.

If you enjoy reading it half as much as I enjoyed living it, I will consider the effort eminently worth

while.
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His father was an actor so post-WWII David Clive drifted into sparse performing, and then stage

management, and hung in there until the mid-80s, then put out to sea in his self-built boat. Then



self-wrote and self-published this rewarding and entertaining book crammed with stars, musicals

and plays, sly business deals, load 'em and road 'em tours, messes backstage downstage and

offstage, and lousy hotel accommodations. Stage managing comprises dozens of tasks you

probably don't know about and David gave it blood, sweat, but no tears--he left the last to the

careerists, he just stuck with his "job" like most of us do. His stage-manager perspective is virtually

unique in theater books, so latch on to a copy, and get another for any young wannabee--it won't

discourage the lad or the lass but give them grit.
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